FundraisingTeam
The Upper Hutt School Fundraising Team, consists of dedicated parents and supporters, who raise funds to benefit
and enrich the school environment. Our current fundraising focus is for the development of outdoor learning
spaces. Children learn inside and outside the classroom and we want to develop spaces that excite, that calm, and
that encourage different types of play and exploration (eg. an amphitheatre, quiet spaces, wet day play, vibrant
gardens and shade).
Upper Hutt School is a primary school based in central Upper Hutt, with a current role of 322 sudents, that celebrated it’s 150th Jubilee
in 2014. The school has a long and proud history in Upper Hutt, welcoming people and groups within our local community and beyond
to share our beautiful grounds and events.
The Fundraising Team became an Incorporated Society in 2016. For our major events we rely on friends of the Team including school
whānau, staff and local community groups to help ensure success in raising funds for the school, supporting the purchase of assets,
development of the school grounds, and supporting additional activities.

Our Events
At the beginning of 2017 when planning our events we saw an opportunity to bring our school community together while also
developing stronger relationships between the school and it’s wider community, businesses, and families. We wanted to create
a range of different fundraising and community events to achieve this.

Great Kingsley Heights Fun Run and Walk

Quiz Night

Our first event for 2017 was the The Great Kingsley Height Fun Run and
Walk, which has been a tradition in the school for over 25 years. With a
4.5km course up a steep local hill to complete, this event is a great
opportunity for our children to challenge themselves and see their
personal ability grow and develop over their time at Upper Hutt School.
This event has raised over $12,000 in sponsorship over the past two years
and is a fantastic effort from our school community.

We also wanted an event to bring our school parents and caregivers
together along with school staff in a relaxed fun night out. We achieved
this with our Quiz Night at the Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club. This was a
fantastic event which was attended by 148 people and as we received such
wonderful feedback, we recently held this event again in May 2018. This
event has raised over $3,000 each time it has been run, and is well
supported by many of our local businesses.

Family Fun Fiesta
In September 2017, we held our first Upper Hutt School Family Fun Fiesta. It was planned as a family fun day for our school and wider community,
where we could come together to celebrate and share our culture, educational achievements, and exhibit our outdoor crafts, while promoting pride in
our school and community. We invited our community to join us for an affordable day of family fun - we had many fun traditional games, rides on
trains and cars, school led stalls selling food and treats, as well as preloved items. We also had great entertainment with local youth music groups
performing as well as some young dancers. We were able to promote local community based services, such as Youthtown, Salvation Army, Toy Library
and Girl Guides. We also had our school’s Board of Trustees involved, promoting our school, our values and even holding a free rock hunt game.
This amazing day was such a huge success, our school grounds were full with the sun shining, and we saw so many happy faces participating and
sharing in the family fun event that we had created. This event was supported by Upper Hutt City Council who, through our successful application for
Community Event Funding, halved our overall expenses. This event brought people into our city, to celebrate, share, and participate in the Upper Hutt
community. We had over 4,000 people attend our Fiesta, raising almost $12,000 and we are already planning our next Fiesta for October this year, and
are sure that we will have even more families attend due to the great success of last years event.

Community Big Screen Movie Matinee
We were invited by a local business, The Big Screen Company, to use one of their large outdoor
movie screens to show a family movie on our school grounds. We welcomed this opportunity,
using this to create another affordable family event to share with our wider community. We
approached one of our regular sponsors, Penny Duffell from The Professional’s, who kindly paid
for the licence to show a movie, which enabled us to make entry to this event by koha. We
promoted this as a “Movie Matinée and Picnic”, where families could bring their own food or
purchase from our school food stall or from one of the local food trucks that were invited. Once
again, on a beautiful Autumn afternoon in April, the sun shone for us and our main field was filled
with families relaxing and enjoying special time at our school. We had over 600 people attend.

Our major fundraising events were supported by over 115 local and New Zealand wide sponsors in 2017, with even more this year. We are so grateful
for their ongoing support! We have also welcomed in many new local businesses who have been keen to add to our growing sponsor list. Their support
has been acknowledged within our community via social media, on our website, through our newsletters and at each event. We also issue each
sponsor with a certificate acknowledging and thanking them for their support, which is delivered with a handwritten card made from a school student.
Through our community events, community sponsorship and support, and other fundraising opportunities including sausage sizzles, and school
discos, the Upper Hutt School Fundraising Team raised an incredible $27,562.42 in 2017. So far in 2018, we have already reached over $10,000. This is
an amazing achievement for our small but dedicated fundraising team. We are so proud of our community, and the support that we receive.

Community Values
Whilst the major fundraising focus has been to develop outdoor learning spaces at
the school, we are also able to help support and enrich other areas of the school as
needed. The Fundraising Team has once again supported the school with a $1,000
contribution to the Year 6 Graduation, purchased a replacement Fridge/Freezer for
the medical room, and paid for the Outdoor Learning Spaces Master Plan. We are in
the process of building an amazing new sandpit, as well as developing a new
planting plan being for our junior area.
We continue to develop our Fundraising Team and are always looking forward to the
next opportunity to come together and benefit our school and wider community.
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